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cj fMdota havo American publishers b
ntdlted with wok more ornate arid admirable
than the two sunptuoci volume entitled Tkt-
Ormf ami the Fovniiny of U Frt SZJlt by
Dcxsr It HrixLZT Harrenl Evrytbln
that lone exilian taste ikllL and law ni-
onrce eoald contribute to Use readers ertl
Station by the number and beauty of Illustra-
tion

¬

or the etatanea ot binding par sr and
rvrapbr has l en latlthly expended on tbli
book VTe wl h we could say that the writert i4 done Ms part a well and that the narra-
tive

¬

was worthy ot lu mechanical and artUlci-
mbodlment For a certain lira co doubt un-
til

¬

more competent and trustworthy otsrver
bate traversed the came Caid these volume

I rill retain n measure ot ut tantal value U
4 beIng the moet exhaustive IInotlbesolernaira

4 7r tint ot information on a tubiect clothed br clr-

ramitanoes with considerable Interest The
sration of a Ciogi Slate br the nete Con
torence and tbe Implication that the projectedI ommontealth will enjoy the protection of the
jower rvpretented at that merlins have made
he conditions and proipecu of the experiment
Latter of some public moment In the almostI-

i

total abeneo ot other testlmonr wo matt fled
Hvsarllr rdeort to Mr Stanler evidence for
the material on which to Dose a provisional

i pInIon
1I-

s1

hal the reader ot Mr Stanley former
record of travel lo not need to be Informed
that ho Li not In all wart a satlnfactory witness

tt ted that It would be rath to ground on his un
inpported ttaternenU nnr conrr of public pol-

icy
¬

I toward the new settlement In Africa or any
railway speculation in the Congo region VIQ

tan eej no rrcot In tbee volames of any
marked Improvement In the writers motives
methods and jaaliilcatons The strle wtilch-
tnrto many iubl9 ware reveals the character

fiy repeats In tbi lastanM Its unerring indica-
tions

¬

Ittetrars the time sbortcoinlcc and
the same i> rvrsltle It lIc as fllrrant-
llovnlr and dlslnenuous as ever It shows
the eame Indifference to lofty alms targe-

riew and een rous srmpathles the fame
jooEcsitnl Incapacity of earnest lLIntereed
Lmrrtv nal lnr stLratloa and ot clear and ex-

ct tatmint We aro but faintly lmprs
by hi labored affectation of philanthropy or
br the random exhibition of some tardilr ac-

lulred and Imr rfctlr dlceMM lf atlSc at ¬

tainments The Btfu and fnutluu recur-
rence

¬

to technical enalnolo of the mete
tr 3rolorUt or l tani tdo cot txrffet Implicit eon

fldene In the race arid qtiahtr of the travellers
t equipment but on the Contrary br sneers tire

c i standard of proflciener with which he would
e dowetl to shun comarifOD keepi uscontlnn-

allr1 alive to his rious dfe t Yet with all
lIe obvtouj 1raztxek his bo t aa we have
aid lIc forth moment lcdisp csEbte It em-

bodies all the knowl which IU met now ac-

eeulbie with relation to the Congo and w can
Dot turn our bake on this rvportorr bo cam
it eoataius much also tbat is trivial and
worthier and tooaue the labor of slftlne the
true from the uctrustwoKhr U Incessant and
arduous

What Stanley knows about the Congo coun ¬

try and about the new State rented there on
paper br the Itrueeie Conference IIa fiumme1-
op in the two flnal chapters ot hjs work which
together rover some scventr Puc s What he
knows or rather what In view of his evident
desire to promote a certain railway project he

sr-

fgs

thoo9 to tar about the productive capablll
ties and commercial poesiblllties of the Congo
basin U set forth In a prolusion which be 1U
pleased call the kernel ot the argument
and wnlch with eome Interesting and

4 valuable statistics displays a good deal
y tl reckleai Imagination Although even

In bla measurements wa encounter frequent
c tens ot lu and exaggerated statement It is

Bnanestlonnbly an immanwi area of cultivable
tend that la drained br the Coneo RIver IT
tern Wecan probably aeeept the figures con-
tained

¬

in the following paragraph The
Congo River la over 3000 statute miles In
length measured 84 folows From the Atlantic
Ocean In a navigable tan th of 110 miles as far

4 13 the station of Vlvi thence upward to lean
gus the lower series of the Livingstone Falls

f 50 mIles anonnavlgabltMCtlonl from lean
fun to Manranca we hare a toierablr navigable

1

tretchbf S3 miles between Manrangaand-
Irapodvtlla1 1 the upper series Livingstone

t Pails along the length of 35 miles fof course
i nonnavleili tram L 0 oldvlle upward to

BtanfT Falls we have a navUablo length of
LOGS miles from the lowest fall of this last

t erics to Ninntwo there Is a course ot 335
miles from Srncwo to HKCTU tho river
eoursooxtcmis tiO mIles the llength of LaLc
llweru Is 07 mIles thence to Lake limtngwoolo

4 Is 220 miles Lake Bancweolo or B mba Is ICO

miles long and thence to Ite soup s In the
CbibalS Hills the Cbambezi has a length of Zfft

4 mites tho full total ot these several courses
bolru 3031 miles

f Tbeso data we pro ume are sulTlclentlr ac
j Curate hut when the writer proceeds to estl

mate the territory drained br the Coocos
tributaries he lndnlq in some characteristIc
Dlehts of fancy For exampl ho hns only er
plored the aflluent Mohfndu lor about olghtr
miles but this does not restrain him from tbt-

II ae5 plowing on it In one of his tabulated state
11 i meats a length of Sid Op the Sulimirer he

tI tr runt but three mile but does not temple to
L affirm that this river will with Its trib-

utaries
¬

probably In found navigable
e

on no bolter evidenco than vojua native
reports for over 800 wiles Of the Ksaln-
wa are told that some fifty miles of
in ascont lead me to expect that It would
be found navigable for about 450 miles To
the Itlmbiri which he had explored for just
thirty miles he chooses to Impute a navigable
length of 250 miles These ar j fair samples of
Sis process of computation where he feels cer-
tain

¬

ot escaping immediate exposure and It
4i Baeds no argument to provo that conclusions
4 IounJd on such preraisaj aro valueless When

therefore be Informs us that the ttal length
it tbo Concos tributsrica Is nesrlr 11JM-
nllest wo are not particularly lmpres ed for-

e can see no reason why ho should not call it
13000 and have done with it It is by like
iroe u s ot visionary calculation tbut h-

reacbes the estimate 43OWuOO for the pop
station of the upper Congo itctlon alone

3 flat what art time products of thIs region and
In what iuantitios are they obtalnabo 1 Those
ire time questions which luvcctnru will expect

ti toso replied to before thor embark capital lu
the railway scheme prop wed br Messrs San-
ford and Btnnlor The references to this sub¬

4 bet are highly complex and Ingenious Mr
f B tail lor admits that at present tho only article

tvallablo for export even In moderate quanti
4 ties ore palm oil India rubber gum copal red ¬

wood powder and ivory and bo owns that the
latter Is now the most valuablo product But
be Is nowlso daunted by the unsatisfac-
tory

¬

i exhibit For if be says It bo pro
i turned that there are 2WOOO olepbunts-

Ine the Congo basin each cnrrrlng i0 pounds
J weight ot ivory In bis head and It It bo

C also presumed that each and eerr one
t of thorn would oUIglugly consent to bo shot

down then their tusks would represent
123000000 or a sum more than tuffielent to
rolmburso the builders of a railway Q K D
Dot Just here Mr Stanley talc s consloVrablo
Credit to himself for circumspection and pre-
fer

¬

tn stop and look over the countrys pros-
pect from the point of view of business men

In ray opinion ho sars the ivory stands
but flfth In rank among the natural products

z Of tbo basin 8 be tries another supposi-
tion

¬

If wa are again Invited to prctiunr
every warrior living on limo banks of the

F Congo and Its navlgabo aHluonU wore
to pick about a pound In rubber
tacit day throughout the year or to melt two
thirds of a pound weight of palm oil arjl con-

ey It to the trader for sale 125 000000 worth
of vegetable produce could bo obtained without
exhaustion of the wild forest productions
But unfortunately for the soundness ot these

j estimate the native warrlordne not favor-
Ably Incline to the steady and lucrntho voca-
tions

¬

suggested He would rather pass the
Mate in aimlag spears at 3Ir6ttnl or la

4

4

4a

building a fire under some too enterprising
missionary The simple truth U ot course
that the upper Congo basin for soclolodeal
reasons ha not now and cannot haw any
considerable surplus ot valuable products with
which to tempt toralen trade The whole
structure ot Society would have to bE

revoatlonlz In order to bring about
Industrial condition favorable to exten-
sive

¬

production The natural reenroes of
the country might Indeed Us developed by
European colonization on a large scale or by a
taw European settler who white InveUhlce-
aralntt the stave trade and ostensibly recress
lug It should really hold large companies ot
natives in a state of virtual serfdom From
Our recollection of some of Mr stanley past
performmyes la Africa we should not be cur-
priMd to learn that he secretly contemplates
the lastnamed solution ol the problem Wo
will indeed hazard the conjecture that If the
settlements founded on the Gong by the Afrl
can Association could be thoroughly examined
by an Impartial inspector the condition of the
black employees under the Stanley rfglmo
would be found to differ wry slightly from
positive bondage

Travel In Ka lckall L-

If wo except Thibet the Interior of New
Guinea and the Brazilian slow of the Andes
th re is scarcely any part of the habitable
earth about which we know less In western
Europe and America than about Kamtcbatka
In ft Petcnburg no doubt more Is or could
be known about this remote and ldomvislted
corner ot Asia but such knowledge as waists
has been sparingly disseminated Yet It Is
a land which br geographical position and his-
torical

¬

associations Is clothed with considera-
ble

¬

Interest It must have been the principal
way station for the ur at Intercontinental
migrations by which la some prehistoric era
America was colonized from Asia It was
known to Buddhist missionaries and must
have teen the last point upon the main-
land from wale1 some of their number set
out upon the distant voyage reccrdM In the
Chinese annals and which according to an
overwhelming weight ot testimony must have
brought theta to Mexico It U contiguous to-

ManthuriaandethnologicallrasweilastoiO
ffrapically U but an extension of that region
from which the rel nlng dynasty of China de-

rives
¬

Its origin and whence the lions emerged
to harras the frontiers of the Middle Kingdom
locgtrtfora they wt out upon their westward
march against th Roman empire What are
the prtsjnt cllmawloeicai txxnnieil and bio
logical conditions of this land which hat
plated a pure obscure and yet by no
means unimportant In thy annals of man ¬

kind Anr aid toward an answer of the
Question should bo prized and it is malniy
for the IUt BblcJi it casu upon this subject
that e welcome a book called Twit L1 in
Siberia br GEOCtiS KEXXAX ilatnanisl As an
employe of tao surters undertaken br the
RusoAmerlcan Tulcgraph Cbmpanr about
twenty years ago the author had occasion to
explore that tart of the route traversable br
the proK>s< d line which passed through north-
east Asia cal the present volume offers us a
sucipiarr of his personal obervntions Mr
Kennan does not claim to have bad the t ci ntlCc
training which would toll him in nil eases pre
elet what to look for or how tocln slfr and
Interpret it when found hut be has Beared to
give us a clear and accurate transcript of such
natural and looKlcil phenomena as would
naturally Impress themselves on the eras of B-

kecnwlttd travollor possessed of the ordi¬

nary acquirements
The severity of the Kamtchatkan climate

has been very much exaggerated The author
seems to have shared the current Impression
for when bo approached coast settlement of
retropavluvki In the latter part ot August he
expected to see nothing but masses lichens
and perhaps a little grass It may be says

be imagined with what delight and surprise
we looked upon green bills covered with tress
and verdant thickets upon valleys white with
clover and diversified with little croves of sil ¬

verbarked birch and even the rooks nodding
with wild roses and columbine which had
taken root in their clefts Throughout the
greater part ot the Kamtchatkau peninsula
which it is to be remembered Is some Too
miles In length the traveller found the ell
mato mild and equable and the vegetation
exhibiting an almost tropical luxuriance to ¬

tally at variance with all ones preconceived
Ideas We might expect a country like this
to be thickly settled but Mr Konnan estimates
the population of the whole peninsula at no
more than 5tXe This ajgrerfaty Is made up
of liUialans who are of eoun scattered and
not numerous of Kamtchadals or tattled na-

tlrea and of wandering Koraks Of the
Kimlchadnls who cointos the mo t numerous
ciass we are told ttiat they are settled in lit-

tle
¬

log villages throughout the peninsula
near the mouths of small rivers which rU in
the centnl range of mountains and fill
Into the Okhotsk Sa arid the Paclllc
Their Drincltia occupations are itching fur
trapping and tim cultivation of rye turnip
cabbages end potatoes which grow thrifty as
lar north as Pet Gv On the other hand the
wandering Koraks who are the wildest most
powerful and Independent natives of the pe-

ninsula
¬

seldom come south of the 5th parallel
ot latitude exwpt for the purpose of trade It
Is of course the Koraks about whom wo are
most curious Their chosen haunts it
seems are the crcat desolate uteppos lying
east of Pjnjiriak Gulf where they wander con
stoutly from pldre to plaij in detached bands
living In laro fur tents and depending for
ub lstence on their vast herdeof domesticated

comber
Elsewhere wu learn that the Kimthadals or

Inhabitants of the native tetileuienU in the
outh of thxpeninsula are a dark swarthy
race considerably tbeiow the nveraj stature of
Siberian natives and are very different In all
their characteristics from the roving tribes ot-

Koraks and Chookcheas who livu further
north The men average perhaps fire feet
three or four Inches In height i sire broad flat
faces prominent cheek bon email and rather
sunken eyes no beards long lank buck hair
small hands and feet > err slender limbs und a
tendency to enlargement and protrusion of the
abdomen The author doce nut notice but
the student of Itoman history cannot fall to re ¬

mark the ostonliblng resemblance of the do-

icrlption just quoted to that given of the Hun
Utah Invaders under Attlla by contempo-
raneous obserer Contrariwise the Kamt-
chatlals hno ab olut ly no point of contact
with the Huns as regards moral quali-
ties

¬

but this spiritual alvarxenco may-
be duo to a complete variance In sur ¬

rounding prolonged through many centuries
for time Chinese annals show that the cmUrat-
ini Huns had adopted tne predatory habits
of a border Ufa long before thor turned their
faces nejtward Viu learn from Mr Kouiian
that the present Kamtchadal are nut Inde-
pendent

¬

selfreliant or of a coin bath o dispo-
sition

¬

Ilka the northern Cbookchees and Ko-

mks they are not avaricious or dishonest ex-
cept

¬

where those traits are tim results ot Ilus
slan education they are not suspicious or
distrustful and for generosity hospitality
simple good faith and easy equable good ¬

nature under all circumstances I have never
mot their equals He adds that as a race they
are undoubtedly becoming extinct having di
minlshnd In numbers more than oneball since
170 Throngu the civilizing Influences of in-

tercourse with Russian traders they bate
already lost most of their distinctive customs
anti superstitions and only an occasional sac ¬

rifice of a dog to some mlltruant spirit of
storm ordU aj enables the modern traveller-
to catch a glimpse of tholr original paganism
subsistence In winter they depend mainly
upon aquatic fowls which are cleaned and
salted and upon salmon dried without salt In
the open air Since the advent of the hessian
they tiara learned to ral o and grind rye but
formerly the only native substItute for bread
was n sort of baked paste consisting chiefly of
the grated tubers of the purple Kaatchntkan
lily The only fruits of the country aro a spe-
cies

¬

of wild cherry and berries of which how-
ever there are fifteen qr twenty edible kind
We should not lannt to mention that cow are

kept In nearly all the Kamtctadil KtUemcnU
and milk U always to bo hid

With the wandering Eoraks Mr Kennan bad
ampler occortunIU ot Intercourse than had
fallen to the lot of any other traveller sod this
book contain the largest amount ol Informa-
tion concerning this people which U accessible
to American readers He noticed that the
Koraks like the Co Yukon In Alaska count
by fives Instead often but ha could trace no
likeness whatever between their language and
any of the tongues now spoken on the Amer-
ican

¬

side of Behringa H trait Their religion
he wouid class among the corrupt forms of
Buddhism which are coli ctlvelr described as
Shamanism and he wonld define It briefly as

the worship of the evil spirits snrpos d to be
embodied In alt the mysterious powers and
manifestation ot nature such as epllemle
and contagious disessee violent storm
famines eclipses and brilliant aurora
From his own observation of them Mr
Kennan became convinced that among the
Koraks at alloventi the Stuimans or priest
are not Iropostprs but sincere believers In their
own Imputed powers of Interpretation anti me ¬

diation Among th Korak as among other
vagrant tribes of Siberia the bodies of the
dead are burped together with all their ef-

t es In the hope of a final resurrection ot
both spirit and matter The sick too as om-
its tbetr recovery l coraos hopeless are either
stoned to death or nceireJ The author also
found the Russian retort well founded that time

Korak murder all thelrold people as noon as
the infirmities are unfit them to thai their
parts In life To us this seems a castom of
hi leons cruelty but tolas Konks long habit
has male It a fitting and edifying method ot
relieving the community from burdens Mr
Kennan tells us that alt Konks are taught to
look upon a viocntdath at the hands of cola
tises anti friends vs the natural end ot their
exUt aco ant they generally raast It
with perfect composure icetsacee are rare
where a man wlsb s tooutllvo the porol of his
pbiIal activity anti u efuno s Xotwith
standing the ippar nt malignity of this cus-
tom

¬

the natural disposition of the Koraks IIs
it seems thoroushly god Thor Iftt their
women rvnd chldrea with great lnInes and
during two rears Intercourse with them Mr
Kennnn never saw a woman nor n child
struck Ther honestr too Is ivmirtnb aol
they hiv nevr ben known t > ctmmlt sn act
of trachry To llttitrate theIr infiexlb e del
Itr Mr Kennan tells us that a Konk sentinell
intrusted with the duty of pro ctlng renile
from the wolves vlll piti ntly niece cull
which rcees mercury into solid lumps ind
storms which sweep away his frail mhitr IV

chaff In a mis il flyinz saor Nothing ds-
conrasos him nothing frchtoas him Into
sv tini time sholtTof th tent I have seen
him watiiilns mir at nfcht with no ant
checks trzem so that they had mortlflid aad
turned back

The Koniks aro apparently the wealthiest
deer owners In Siberia and conseincntly In
the worth iliny of the herds which Jlr Ken
nan aw in northern Kamtcbitkn nutnUr
from eight to tw lv> thousand and he vrisV d
of a certain rich K rak who hat throe 1m
monse henls in iliffrent Dlacos coraprislng
In the 03Tegato 3O heaL Th earof
these crpit torts U almost the only occupa-
tion

¬

of the Kornks lives The author not
as one of the most curious superstitions of tbi
people their roluitincj to part with a living
reindeer They will kill a deer at your reane
anti lot you hare the carcass for a pound of
tobacco or a string of common glass testis
but a living leer they will not give to you for
lore or money

Ldsa aelety Again
A translation of tin letters contributed to

the Xourrll Three by the persqp who case
donrm Count PIDL VAKITI is now tolerably
well known and which were afterward collected
under the generic title La Societe Je Lon
tire has lately been brought out In Harpers
Handy Series The Horijo London such is
the name given to the American reprint has
been subjected to much excision at the hands
of American publishers whowerc notsntis
Qed with the cens r hlD exercised by their
English confrere though this too was pretty
rigid The re ult of this twofold mrocc of
expurgation has teen to divest the book of Its
only tltu to attention a certain piquant read
ableness duo to the copious Infusion of malice
not to say of calumny in the original
text Of substantial value the book has none
and defective information on the fart cf bis
readers cannot now be counted on to blind
them to his blunders anti defleInesi Hi-

Societo1 dy IJeria was welcomed with much
artless cooOdetioe as well as curiosity on this
site of tho Atlantlcfor thy number of Amerirani
who are intimately conversant with the court
of Berlin Is unquestionably small Ve know a
good hail more al jut England sal Its metrop-
olis

¬

and cannot la lhe > d rs bo taken in br-
profe wd oloirverr whoso kmwlJrfo of Eng-
lish

¬

society has tben ticked up froti Ixwk-
ebelves from newtpapflrs or the servant
hnli The wid at contrast is offred-
tween

be
this Illassorted ant iinaitnllat

ed mass of clippings from yearbooks cie
moire and society couiuns and tho shrewd
racy obviousir tr thand observations of the
PHPTB on time Fiiie theme written bra self
styled foreign riimlnt and included by the
Harpers in the same collection of Handy Vo-
lumes In the lattcrs vivid rages ibere are
hundreds of facts ant scores of reiiectlons not
to te met with elsewhere in print while there
is not a sentence In tlieii prolusions of Paul
Vnslll which could Sot with come pains 1lie
traced to its true procnnltor In some book or
newspaper Of tIme London eocietr journals
and especially of IViniiv Pair he has been an
assiduous but undiscrimlnatini student nail
he has laid the memoirs of Lord Malinesbury
under heavy lymtribuilonaf

Time Counlvafhctatlons of historical knowl-
edge

¬

are peculiarly ilroll two or three exam
pies must umc4 He has heard somebody
refer to Prof Frejmann rather exaggerated
detestation of Limo term AnbloSezon und bo
accordingly regales his PnrUian readers with
an exhibition of his profound erudition ancnt
this subject They are instructed through the
Vurf Itcrvt tint the appellation Anglo
Saxon race which really makes England a
German colony isascrronoous as It Is wrongly
Interpreted The two words Anglo and Saxon
are almost a repetitIon ot cacti other for the
Angles uri th > poetic who came from the Don
laId aid became time Haxons and the Danes of
Scbleiwlg win nlurward Invailed Norway and
later und r the name of Kcandlnavlnns Seal
land sail the unit of England fter this
nothing can surprise us not even to bear that
time Duke of Norfolk Is the descendant of a
royal line or that the Earl ot Ueruy heed ot
the great historic house of Stanley owes his
social position like Mr BUcioftbbelin to his
bank account-

With journals anti journalists the ou nor has
such a vague anti random itoiuaintnnce that
his chapter on the subject is only wurth citing
for IU absurdities IarUlan rushers whose
notions about England are traditional and
change but little In the course ot generations
will doubtless swallow his assertion that Lba-

TiiMt Is still an oracle for nine iienons ourbf
ten anti when U give Its opinion In a discus
don the cause that it supporteisI won Ludl
corns too Is the Inaptness ot the epithets be
chooses In order to describe the Trfryrn-

pirudont thoughtful anti analytical la its
opinions and possessing great authority
Of the peculiar stamp afilxed to the
tHJainri1 fiaiftte by the circumstances of Its
origin the secession of Mr Greenwood and his

tuff from the laHVM IliurUeon bo transfer
mittlon of that paper by the proprietors Into an
organ of Iladlcal opinions he is entirely lane
rant He appears to think the Atltfiitzum a so-

ciety or theatrical journal for he lumps It with
the Wurll TruUt and the Stajf and be is una
ware of the existence of the Icadrmy To Van-
ity

¬

fairoa the other hand ho allot about a
dozen lines which IU no more than justIce
seeing thafho has reproduced scores of para ¬

graph from that newspaper
Amusing for the like discreditable reason Is

his chapter literary and sclentlQo men lie
More his reader that ba could talk to

them about Huxley Sit Joseph Hooker Sla-
m en and many more but he prefer to con-

tent hltnMlt with two very Interesting types
oca of whom I intrixlured as IVot Proctor the
great astronomer Wo may add that ha puts
Georce Eliot gal Mrs Henry Wood In the same
category condwceadliurly describing them U

well known all over the Continent In the
next eentenc he bracket Darwin with Trol-
lops

¬

and Dickens with Stuart Mill
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